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president’s MESSAGE
It’s the time of year when our minds 

turn towards preparing Christmas 

feasts, secret Santa’s and present 

wrapping. From new transmitters to 

your first model aircraft, there’s a lot 

of fun to be had, but as every seasoned 

pilot knows, it’s important not to lose 

any fingers! 

This edition of Wingspan contains some timely reminders for 

both new pilots and veterans on how to have a fun, safe flight. 

You can see the work of talented MAAA Member, Luke Cullen, who 

has done a superb job of painting a range of aircraft across the 

country.

We’ve got tips from some of the country’s prominent modellers 

about basic plane maintenance, hear about upcoming events 

around the country and the MAAA offers some tips to clubs on 

management matters.

The MAAA is the largest aeromodelling organisation in Australia 

and encourages and supports Australians to enjoy aeromodelling 

in a safe and fun environment. 

There are more than 300 MAAA clubs and 11,000 members across 

the country. 

The American Academy of Model Aeronautics recently released 

an aspirational video that you can see at http://discoverflight.org

Like our American counterparts, the MAAA want to innovate, lead 

and protect the future of our sport. By joining our community, 

you can share the passion and pride you have in your sport and 
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  Remember, if your club is inviting members of the public 
to an event, feel free to advertise it on the MAAA website!
Go to: http://www.maaa.asn.au to add your event.

mailto:president@maaa.asn.au
mailto:vicepresident@maaa.asn.au
mailto:secretary@maaa.asn.au
mailto:treasurer@maaa.asn.au
mailto:editor@maaa.asn.au
http://discoverflight.org/
http://www.maaa.asn.au/


affect the future of aeromodelling across the 

country. 

An MAAA club is the perfect place to learn to fly 

and you can find a club near you at http://www.

maaa.asn.au

If you decide to join the MAAA, you will also have 

the added benefit of the protection and peace 

of mind that our comprehensive insurance 

coverage offers. We take care of the paperwork 

so you can spend more time in the air!

As always, we want to hear what our members 

have to say, so please email editor@maaa.

asn.au with comments, suggestions and story 

ideas.

Until next time, have a fun, safe flight

 

Neil Tank
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THE PERFECT PLACE TO LEARN TO FLY
Whatever kind of RC Aircraft you’re into, by joining 

the MAAA you can share the passion and pride 
you have in your sport and affect the future of 

aeromodelling across the country

http://maaa.asn.au/
http://asn.au/
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SAFETY MATTERS

DO:

✓ Choose the right plane. If you’re a 
first time pilot ask for advice on 
a plane that is stable to fly and 
easy to put together, learning to 
fly a plane may look easy, but like 
learning to drive a car, it’s best to 
start with a basic model and not an 
FPV

✓ Read the instructions that come 
with your aircraft

✓ Learn about important 
 pre-flight checks

✓ Fly with an experienced pilot or 
friend and keep your plane in your 
line of sight

✓ Be very wary of your propeller. 
Remove it if you are working on 
your plane

DON’T

✗ Try to learn to fly by yourself. 
You’ll have more success and less 
trouble if you join your local MAAA 
Club

✗ Fly closer than 30m to vehicles, 
boats, buildings or people

✗ Fly over populated areas or within 
5.5km of an airport

✗ Fly higher than 120m from the 
ground

✗ Fly alone as an inexperienced pilot

 MANY A PILOT HAS HAD A RUN IN WITH THEIR PROPELLER AND COME OFF SECOND BEST. IN  

 THE LEAD-UP TO YOUR CHRISTMAS FLIGHT TIME HERE ARE SOME TIPS FOR NEW PILOTS AND 

 REMINDERS FOR THOSE VETERANS! 

Big fines for flying drones 
near bushfires

The Civil Aviation Safety Authority 
recently reminded Australians not 

to fly unmanned aerial vehicles 
near bushfires, warning they could 

face a fine of $9,000.

This is because drones can pose 
a real safety risk to firefighting 

aircraft and bush firefighters.

A collision between a drone and a 
firefighting aeroplane or helicopter 

could lead to a catastrophic 
accident. 

Please spread the word and fly 
responsibly.

5 
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Battery Basics

Incorrect chargers or incorrect 

voltage cut-offs were used and LiPo 

packs were being discharged at rates 

the packs couldn’t handle (there was 

too much power drawn, too quickly). 

As protective circuits and information 

improved, LiPo batteries became a 

safe and suitable source of power. 

With a few simple points to follow 

you can ensure the safe use of these 

batteries and enjoy their advantages. 

Here’s a guideline:

 

• Always store batteries in a fire-

safe container

• Always charge with an 

appropriate charger designed for 

LiPos

• Follow the manufacturer’s 

instructions when charging and 

discharging

• Always use the correct size pack 

according to its usage

• Never overcharge

• Never over-discharge

• Don’t use a ‘puffed’ pack

• Never use a pack with visible 

damage

• Never charge a pack unattended

• Never dissemble or reconfigure 

damaged packs

• Most accidents involving LiPo 

batteries are the result of not 

following one of these points. Get 

to know your charger and follow 

the manufacturers’ guidelines 

and they will serve you well.

 

some material courtesy of 
Academy of Model Aeronautics

focus on safety 
PHENOMENAL TECHNOLOGICAL ADVANCEMENTS HAVE TAKEN PLACE IN MODEL AIRCRAFT 

AND THEIR COMPONENTS IN THE LAST TEN YEARS. MUCH HAS BEEN SAID AND WRITTEN 

ABOUT SAFETY, OR LACK THEREOF, WHEN USING LIPO BATTERIES. BUT, A GREAT DEAL 

OF THIS CONCERN IS LEFT OVER FROM THE EARLY DEVELOPMENT OF LIPO PACKS WHEN 

THERE WAS LITTLE EDUCATIONAL INFORMATION FOR USERS AND BEFORE TECHNOLOGY 

HAD FURTHER ADVANCED.
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Sandown F1 Air Race
Fast, furious and fun! 

After the phenomenal success of the F1 Air Race in 2015, the 

MAAA will again host the event in 2016 at Sandown Raceway in 

Melbourne. 

The F-1 Air Race Sandown is fast, furious and fun. This event will 

have the best of the best, from world class pilots and drivers to 

some of the best models in the world.

Don’t miss out! If you want to be a major sponsor of the event, 

or exhibit in 2016, now is the time to get on board! For more 

information, email secretary@maaa.asn.au.

mailto:secretary@maaa.asn.au
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Luke is responsible for some of the 

best paint jobs on aircraft around the 

country and his name comes quickly 

to the mind of top flyers in our sport 

Building hundreds of models, being 

the President of the Queensland 

Turbine Flyers Association and 

working hands-on with aircraft for 

many years, has taken Luke on an 

interesting journey, which includes 

compiling instructions and prototypes 

for a Chinese jet company!

He shares his experience and pictures 

of some of his top models with 

Wingspan.

“I have always been very hands-

on with scratch building projects, 

painting and engineering all sorts 

of features. I have built hundreds of 

models for myself and others as I 

enjoy the mateship and the friends 

you fly with regularly the most.

“I fly warbirds, helicopters, aerobatic 

models and jets and anything in 

between.” 

Luke has nine birds, four jets, one 

warbird, one aerobatic model and 

three helicopters all built from 

scratch!

“My favourite model is my trusty Extra 

260 that I painted in the Castrol Edge 

scheme. It is eight years old this year 

and I recently won the nationals again 

with it in April.

pilot and expert model 
aircraft painter
LUKE CULLEN IS A MEMBER OF TOOWOOMBA AEROMODELLERS ASSOCIATION PRESIDENT 

OF THE QUEENSLAND TURBINE FLYERS (QTF). HE WAS INTRODUCED TO THE HOBBY BY A 

FRIEND AND HAS BEEN FLYING SINCE HE WAS 12 YEARS OLD.
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“I have been painting models for 30 years and now do lots 

of pearl and complex schemes that take up to 20 hours 

just to paint. It usually takes about 200+ hours to build the 

complicated models. The HSV HRT Viper’s that I recently 

painted for a friend and myself are my current favourite. 

“They are all red, white and black pearl that stands out in 

the sun. I use conventional spray guns and an airbrush to 

create some of the more complex schemes I have done. My 

best advice to people coming into the sport is listen to the 

people who are at the height of the hobby. There is no easy 

solution or ways to save time or costs other than hard work 

and practice.

“The same relates to painting models, preparation and 

planning. I have been painting cars and motorbikes for 30 

years. Using good tools and quality paints are my secret to 

success.”

Just some of the models Luke has painted
“My favourite model is my trusty Extra 260 that I 

painted in the Castrol Edge Scheme.”
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The Next Generation: 
our talented young 

The skills of young flyer Wade have 

not gone unnoticed by veterans at the 

Holdfast Model Aero Club in Adelaide. 

Wade fell in love with flight after seeing 

Top Gun as a (really) little boy and at 

the grand old age of eight, it’s still his 

favourite movie!

With the help of his dad, Wade 

answered a few questions for 

Wingspan.

When and how did you become 

involved in flying? 

I was about three years old when I first 

saw Top Gun and since then I have 

wanted to fly and Top Gun is still my 

favourite movie.

Do you have any flying goals, what 

would you like to achieve? 

Yes, I would like to become an 

instructor so that I can teach my 

younger brother to fly.

Who do you look up to on the 

aeromodelling scene? 

Ross Lloyd, who was kind to me when I 

first went to the flying club and who got 

me started.

What is your favourite aircraft to fly? 

So far I have only flown my ST 

Discovery.

Are you involved in other categories of 

flying? 

No, I am still training to go solo.

Have you entered any competitions? 

Not yet, but I would like to do combat 

and pylon flying.

What’s your biggest achievement 

so far? 

Being able to take off and land.

What’s the most fun thing about flying? 

Getting to know more people.

IN THE LAST EDITION OF WINGSPAN WE SPOKE TO THE ARAPAKIS FAMILY, INCLUDING 

DANIEL, 14, WHO RECENTLY PLACED THIRD IN THE 2015 FAI F3D WORLD CHAMPIONSHIPS 

FOR PYLON RACING MODEL AIRCRAFT IN THE CZECH REPUBLIC.

THIS MONTH, A TALENTED YOUNG FLYER FROM HOLDFAST MODEL AERO CLUB HAS COME 

TO OUR ATTENTION!
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How many planes do you have and 

what is your favourite plane to fly? 

I have the ST Discovery, which is a foam 

trainer. I got a Bixler3 for my eighth 

birthday but have not flown it yet. I 

also have a Sun Dancer 50 which I am 

looking forward to flying when I am 

good enough to fly it. 

Are your family involved in flying and 

how do they support you? 

Yes, my dad flies full-sized aeroplanes 

and has started flying RC planes again 

with me.

What models would you recommend 

for other kids who want to give 

aeromodelling a go? 

I think the Bixler3 even though I have 

not flown it yet. It just looks right.

What other sports interest you? 

Soccer, cricket, BMX racing, swimming 

and triathlons.

What are the top tips you’ve learnt 

about flying? 

It is very different flying a real 

model compared to the simulator 

and you need to use very gentle 

stick movements and they can be 

dangerous!

Are you involved in other RC sports? 

I play with remote control cars and 

boats.

Would you encourage other people 

your age to take part in the sport? 

Yes, I would recommend other kids my 

age to give it a go.

Editor’s note: 

The MAAA pass their condolences 

to members of the Holdfast Model 

Aero Club. They recently lost valued 

member Ross Lloyd, who was Wade’s 

mentor. Ross initially suggested that 

Wade had fantastic talent and that he 

was a young pilot we should profile in 

Wingspan.

Having committed to being part of an 

article for Wingspan, Wade took on the 

task with the help of his dad, Lloyd, 

even after this great loss. Well done to 

all and we hope that Wade continues 

to fly for many years to come.

We have some talented young people who take part in our sport, and the FAI has 

found another way to help them express their enthusiasm for the sport. If you’re 

a young pilot who is keen on painting or drawing, then pick up your pens, pencils 

or brushes and enter the 2016 FAI Young Artists Contest.
 

The aim is to create a picture that illustrates this years’ theme “Air Sports in 

Harmony with Nature”, and show the world just how talented you are. Youngsters 

from three age categories are invited to participate: Junior (6-9), Intermediate 

(10-13) and Senior (14-17). To learn more go to http://www.fai.org/fai-young-

artists-contest/theme.
 

 If you can find a way to capture the connection between the land and the air 

please consider entering.

>> Last year’s first prize in the Intermediate Category (10-13yrs) Jasmin Yoon, USA

CALLING YOUNG ARTISTS...

http://www.fai.org/fai-young-
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FUEL your turbine

Founder of KMRC JETS, Ken Mollison, 

shares advice on preparing your jet 

for flight! He says from the Xcalibur, 

Falcon 120 jet and Boomerang 

range of jets for first timers to 

sports models like the Viper, there 

are some flight checks that should 

always be done no matter how deep 

your pockets are (for those flying 

scale models!). 

Ken follows these checks:

1) Check all undercarriage parts 

screws and clips to make sure they 

are secure

2) Check flying surfaces and servos 

are secure. Check all push rods for 

firm fit. If there is any slop in these 

fix them immediately

3) Inside the model make sure all 

components are in the correct 

position. Check that nothing has 

broken free from its position, 

check all electronics are plugged 

in firmly. You, the owner, should 

put it together and you will know if 

something is not right

4) I put my batteries on a storage 

charge. In the case of LiPo batteries, 

do not charge them in the model

5) I check that the turbine and tail 

pipe are secure

6) The fuel system is always critical 

for proper turbine operation. Check 

from the main tanks to the UAT to 

the pump to the turbine. These lines 

must be clear of kinks and there 

should be no air in these lines. If 

there is any air in the fuel lines start 

looking to find out what is wrong. 

This must be fixed before the next 

outing with your jet. You will have 

to check from the main tank. Check 

that the clunk is moving and not 

FLIGHT SCHOOL: MAINTAIN 
YOUR PERFOMANCE
FROM JETS TO CONTROL LINE, HELICOPTERS TO LARGE-SCALE MODELS, WHATEVER YOUR 

PASSION, PERFORMING SOME SIMPLE CHECKS ON YOUR AIRCRAFT CAN SAVE YOU FROM 

VERY COSTLY MISTAKES.
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stuck. You will need to check all 

fittings for firm fit. There should not 

be any air in the UAT (bubble trap). If 

there is air in the UAT, find out why.

Free Flight

F1A is the premier class for free 

flight gliders and these are flown 

in World Cup events in over 30 

countries across the world, as well 

as the World Championships every 

second year. Gliders undergo a 

lot of stress during launch and in 

windy conditions. When preparing 

my glider for events, I perform the 

following checks:

• LiPo batteries – charged 

before each event and in good 

condition, plus spares.

• Electronic timer – fully 

operational and loaded with 

latest software.

• Palm pilot – operational with 

fresh batteries, plus spare 

palm device. This hand-held 

programmer loads launch and 

flight parameters and these 

can be altered prior to flight to 

suit conditions.

• Model programs – launch 

sequence bench tested and 

copied to memory card and 

Excel spreadsheet, with hard 

copy backup. Ensure each 

model has the correct program 

loaded.

• RDT – fully charged and bench 

test its function. This device 

communicates with the model 

enabling the flyer to terminate 

the flight at any time.

• Towlines – no knots or frays 

in line, flag in good condition. 

Also check spare line/s.

• Model structure – repair any 

damage to covering, check 

for and repair any damage to 

D-box, main spar and rib caps 

in wing or stab.

*Courtesy of Malcolm Campbell

Secretary of the Brisbane Free Flight 

Society Inc
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news from the red centre

BOB VIGAR AND THE ALICE FUN FLYERS HAVE BEEN PIVOTAL IN SECURING A PLACE FOR 

AEROMODELLING IN THE CENTRAL AUSTRALIAN AVIATION MUSEUM IN ALICE SPRINGS. IN 

HIS ARTICLE BELOW, BOB SHARES HIS EXPERIENCE AEROMODELLING AND SPEAKS ABOUT 

THE NEW MUSEUM PROJECT. 

My Wings
Bob Vigar – Secretary  

Aeromodelling was in my family 

before I was born. My dad was a 

keen modeller and a member of 

the Royal Australian Air Force. My 

brothers and I saw our first aircraft 

on Kangaroo Island. It was a Tiger 

Moth. I can still hear the very 

distinct sound of the plane flying 

over head. Birds and flight have 

always fascinated me. I’ve dreamt 

many times that I could fly!

Aeromodelling is a hobby and 

now a sport. My hope is that many 

people, particularly younger ones, 

get this out-of-doors experience 

and the thrill of the flight of a home 

constructed model.

Aeromodelling improves hand 

and eye coordination, helps you 

understand physics, and the 

importance of team work, learn 

to cope with success and failure, 

create 3D objects, learn to work 

with plans and use hand tools.         

It’s a wonderful form of self 

expression that may gradually 

lead you to a successful career as 

a pilot, aircraft designer, aircraft 

maintenance technician, or an 

aerospace engineer.

I am delighted at the promotion 

of aeromodelling by the model 

Aeronautical Association of 

Australia  (MAAA).

Alice Springs is the best place to fly 

with the 364 day perfect weather. 

The wonderful blue sky is always a 

treat and you can fly all facets of 

aeromodelling: aircraft, copters 

and rockets.

The Central Australian Aviation 

Museum in Alice Springs has over 

10,000 visitors a year. It realises 

the importance of aeromodellers 

in the past and their pioneering 

work. Names like Eddie Connellan, 

Hinkler, Hawker, Hargraves and 

many more make up a rich history.

The museum recognises the 

importance of aeromodelling and 

has made space available for an 

aeromodelling display. This display 

has drawn input from all over 

Australia namely from the MAAA, 

local clubs, and model aircraft 

wholesalers that linked in with my 

gift and hobby shop, Under The 

Gum Tree.

The display features the history 

of aeromodelling in Australia 

with photos, equipment, models, 

stories and interactive items. It 

is also supported with a recently 

completed 12% scratch built scale 

model of the Southern Cross, 25% 

ARF scale model of a Spitfire and 

also an MAAA flag.

Come and visit the Central 

Australian Aviation Museum 

located at 6 Memorial Avenue 

in Alice Springs. For information 

email caaminc@gmail.com.

Have a flying holiday in Alice 

Springs!

mailto:caaminc@gmail.com
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2015 model flying day 
SUPPORTING THE ROYAL FLYING DOCTOR SERVICE

 
The 2015 Australian Model Flying Day held across 

the country between 24-25 October 2015 was a great 

success. The MAAA extends their thanks to all clubs 

who took part in the day especially those clubs that 

did not order badges or were not able to receive them, 

but still held a fund raising event.

From all the reports received the concept of the 

Australian Model Flying Day was a huge success and is 

likely to be held as an annual MAAA event.

A special thanks goes to members who fly at the 

Western Australia Model Aircraft Sport Centre at 

Whiteman Park who put a great effort into working 

with the MAAA to promote aeromodelling. As a result 

of their efforts the Today Show in Perth did five live 

crosses to the club and you can see this vision, 

courtesy of Channel 9 at https://www.youtube.com/

watch?v=9DyQ8eG8VM0

Clubs held static displays of model aircraft at shopping 

centres, barbeques, and fun flyins to name a few. 

Some clubs used the day as part of club anniversaries 

and open days and in some cases the badges were 

provided to the members by the club for taking part in 

the flying activities. 

The 2016 Australian Model Flying Day (© MAAA) is to be held 

on the 22-23 October. Be sure to register your club 

early and order your badges, the 2016 charity is to be 

confirmed. 

Alice Fun Flyers     NT

Alice Springs Radio Control Modellers  NT

Ararat and District Aeromodellers Club  VIC

Archville Eagles RC Model Aircraft Club  NSW

BADMAC      VIC

Bendigo Radio Controlled Aircraft Club   VIC

Bellarine Model Flying Club   VIC

Belconnen Model Aero Club   ACT

Boarder Model Flyers    SA

Cairns Miniature Helicopter Club Inc  QLD

Central Coast MAC    NSW

Cessnock Dist MC    NSW

Constellation Model Flying Club   SA

Cowra MAC      NSW

Dardanup Aeromodellers Society   WA

Doncaster Aeromodellers’ Club   VIC

Doonside Aeromodellers Club   NSW

Eurobodalla MAC     NSW

Grafton Model Aircraft Club   NSW

Gympie Model Flyers    QLD

Hinterland Model Flying Club   QLD

Hornsby Electric Model Flying Club  NSW

Kingaroy Aero Modellers Society Inc  QLD

Latrobe Valley Model Aero Club   VIC

MASCOTNQ     QLD

Moonta MAC     SA

National Aeromodelling and Aviation Society ACT

Noarlunga Model Aero Sports   SA

Northwest Aeromodellers   TAS

PARCS      VIC

Queanbeyan Model Aircraft Club   NSW

Roaring Forties Club    TAS

Samford Valley Flyers    QLD

South Hummocks Model Aero Club  SA

Southern Sydney Model Aircraft Club  NSW

Suncoast Model Flyers    QLD

Tamworth     NSW

Tingalpa Model Aero Club    QLD

Townsville RACS     QLD

WAMASC      AWA

Wangaratta Aero Modellers   VIC

Warringah RC Society    NSW

Warrnabool MAC     VIC

Werribee MAA     VIC

https://www.youtube.com/
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The MAAA supports our clubs to 

provide a safe place to fly. We’re 

committed to providing the tools 

you need to manage your club, from 

management systems to technical 

expertise, making it easier for you 

to enjoy your sport and clock up 

more flight hours.

To help your club grow, on the MAAA 

website, you will find a number of 

“How to” packages to help your club 

with everything from welcoming 

new members to writing a press 

release. 

We recently added a “How to” 

package to help you plan, prepare 

and succeed when you’re applying 

for grants. 

There’s a lot of competition for 

grants and it’s important that your 

club and community don’t miss out! 

Take a look at http://www.maaa.

asn.au/club-support to learn 

more.

MANAGEMENT MATTERS

http://www.maaa/
http://asn.au/club-support
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world dates

2016 FAI World Championships

EVENT COUNTRY DATE

F1D Romania 11-16 April

F2A, B, C & D Australia 7-13 May

F3F Denmark 3-9 October

F3J Slovenia 31 July-6 August

F4C Romania 20-27 August

F5B & D Italy 12-20 August

Here are some important dates:F4C: 18 October 2015 at the NFG/State field, Victoria. 
Contact Noel Whitehead on noelw26@gmail.com. 
Closing date for applications is 1 October 2015.

F4H: Weekend of 5 and 6 December 2015 at the NSW 
State flying field in Cootamundra. 
Contact Anthony Ogle on anthony.ogle@hotmail.com. 
Closing date for applications is Friday, 13 November 2015.

As is normal practice with scale trials, a $200 
non refundable entry fee is to be paid with the 
application.

The Australian F2D team at the 

World Championships earlier 

this year

MAAA Congratulates Life Member Award Recipients
Neil Tank presents Life Member Awards to Joan McIntyre (Left),  Ivor F Stowe (Centre) and Valerie Vickers (Right).

CONGRATULATIONS! to our life members...

TEAM SELECTION TRIALS FOR THE 2016 WORLD CHAMPIONSHIPS FOR SCALE MODEL 

AIRCRAFT ARE TO BE HELD ON THE FOLLOWING DATES AND LOCATIONS:

mailto:noelw26@gmail.com
mailto:anthony.ogle@hotmail.com
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out & about

As the minimum size for biplanes was 

72 inches and 80 for monoplanes, the 

quality of the models was very high, 

which augurs well for future Musters.

The local club put a lot of time and 

effort into preparation of its facilities, 

with half a tonne of fertiliser being 

spread about three weeks before the 

show. This accelerated the growth 

on the runway, and coupled with the 

local Country Club’s assistance in 

mowing with its cylinder mower, the 

take off and landing of the planes was 

enhanced.

The 30 planes were flown by 20 

pilots, and someone was in the air 

almost all the time. Well-known IMAC 

champion, Aaron Garle, entertained 

the large crowd of spectators with 

his aerobatics in his one-third size 

Monocoupe and 48% scale Decathlon.

Saturday was quite windy which 

prevented most of the old-timer 

planes from being flown. However, 

an intrepid Wayne Cambie flew his 

Nieuport and handled it quite well 

until he tried to land. The plane 

bounced and ended up resting on its 

nose with the tail up in the air and 

Wayne chasing it down the runway for 

about 25m. No damage was done and 

the crowd found the incident quite 

entertaining.

Campers appreciated the club’s 

improved facilities, an extra shower 

and an extra ladies’ toilet, and some 

stayed for a week to enjoy more 

flying.

The canteen operated over the 

two days and the club was most 

appreciative of the support and also 

the help given by members’ wives 

and children.

An event of this proportion would 

be impossible to stage successfully 

without the help of sponsors, and 

these were: Shedzone (David Garle), 

Top Notch Electrical (John Gunn), 

Desert Aircraft, Model Flight, World 

Hobbies, Budget Hobbies, Rippit 

Hobbies, Model Sports and Sunshine 

Coast Toyworld. Their combined 

sponsorship exceeded $4,000, an 

amazing amount for a first-time 

event.

 QUEENSLAND SCALE MODEL MUSTER 

THE INAUGURAL QUEENSLAND SCALE MODEL MUSTER WAS HELD UNDER SUNNY SKIES 

AT TIN CAN BAY ON THE WEEKEND OF OCTOBER 3 AND 4 WITH ABOUT 30 MODELS BEING 

BROUGHT TO THE BAY FOR THE EVENT.
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AUGUST    WING SPAN

MAAA Logo.

Winners of the various 
prizes were:-

Pilots’ choice, monoplane: 

Aaron Garle, Walloon, (Monocoupe); 

second, Tony Benstead, Deception 

Bay (Mustang).

Pilots’ choice, biplane: Neil Low, Tin 

Can Bay (Avro 504K); 

second Peter Brown, Sunshine 

Coast (Sopwith 1½ Strutter).

Pilots’ choice, ARF: Tony Thornton, 

Maroochydore (Corsair); second, 

Brian Carson, Maroochydore 

(Fokker Triplane).

Best scale flight judged by pilots: 

Marty Pugh, Cooloola Cove, flying 

Neil Low’s Avro 504K.

People’s choice, monoplane: 

Aaron Garle (Monocoupe); second, 

Tony Benstead (Mustang).

People’s choice, biplane: 

Neil Low (Avro 504K); 

second, Peter Brown 

(Sopwith 1½  Strutter).

The pilots’ raffle, which was a $700 

portable solar generating unit 

with battery, donated by Top Notch 

Electrical, went to Neil Low of the 

local Tin Can Bay Club.

All who were present voted the 

event a success and are looking 

forward to returning to beautiful 

Tin Can Bay next year.

Aaron Garle with his 48% Decathlon at the 
Model Muster. Aaron won the pilots’ choice 
best monoplane and the people’s choice 
best monoplane with his Monocoupe.

(Far left) Local Tin Can Bay modeller Neil Low 

with his Avro 504K biplane, which won people’s 

choice and pilots’ choice best monoplane and 

the best scale flight by any model.

(Left) Co-organisers of the event, Marty Pugh 

(left) and Neil Low after the presentation of 

trophies.
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out & about!
 HERE’S SOME ACTION FROM THE QUEENSLAND TURBINE FLYERS ASSOCIATION INC. 

The lucky winners of the MAAA 2015 
Member’s survey prizes are:

Rod Smith
Nik Daud
Brad Ayers
Allan Voyce and 
Gordon Grant

Thanks to all who took part and had 
their say on the future of our sport!

survey 
winners

http://www.pocketmags.com/
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